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sions, yes, even themselves, for the good of the

unit; it is the esprit de corps. The cultivation,

the fostering of this we must look to. The seed

once sown will develop into something real

—

something whicli will bring about the mucli-

needed and long-hoped for change, and God
grant that day is not far distant.

Let us try then, to instill some of this spirit

into the units among us. Let us each do our

own share in the cultivation and development of

a better-organized undergraduate jbody, of a

more unified class, one which can make the power

of its organization felt not only within itself, but

also against exterior influences. It is here in col-

lege that the "class spirit" must be developed

and moulded; it is too late when college days

are over. An institution is know by its alumni

and its alumni is no stronger tlian the individual

classes. Let our aim, then, be the sowing of the

seed of interest, of love for Alma Mater—a love

which should be in the heart of every "grad"

and which should force him even against the im-

pulse of his own will to come back, if not in per-

son, at least in spirit to the scenes of the happiest

days of life.

THE ENGINEER AND CULTURE

THERE is no other question, perhaps, which

is more widely discussed than that which

relates to the broader education of the modern
engineer. The present age has become more
exacting in this matter; it is beginning to en-

courage a more liberal education in arts in cor-

relation with technical training. The need for

it has been felt for some time and the dawn is

beginning to appear.

The engineering profession has been making
rapid strides in the last few years. There have

been movements afoot to protect the profes-

sion as far as possible from incompetents, and as

a result of this propoganda we have at present

in a number of states License Laws by which

certain standards must be met before one can

presume to practice the profession. In short,

the engineer is beginning to become modernized.

Certain factors, which previously were consider-

ed unimportant in an engineer's training, are be-

coming recognized as highly essential and among
tliem we have a more liberal education.

The advantages of a liberal education for

an engineer are perhaps not so apparent. The
old theory was that an engineer dealt only with

material things, with industry's implements and

nature's forces. The modern trend of thought

has brought about a revision of this theory. He
is being more and more recognized as an or-

ganizer, as one who must be able to direct ef-

ficiently a human organization. Such a task

requires a knowledge of the social sciences, a

keenness of judgment and amplitude of mind at-

tainable only through a study of the liberal auts.

His education, then, must depart to a certain ex-

tent from his technique.

An engineer is a specialist of the highest

type and as such he is subject to the evils and
pitfalls of specialization. It is this very practice

that is the direct cause of narrow mindedness
among technical men; and this is something
which a liberal education will render non-ex-
istent. At this point we must mention the fact

that it is extremely difficult to combine a liberal

and scientific education. Engineering courses

are necessarily intensive. It is absolutely neces-

sary^ tliat the technical man should first master
his trade; then and not until then are other

things in place. The whole question resolves

itself into a definite conclusion that present-day
engineering education should be rounded out
in such a way that non-essentials will be elimin-

ated as far as is practicable and replaced by
cultural subjects where such substitutions is pos-

sible and considered beneficial. The advantages
of this, though perhaps not visible on the surface,

are consistent witli wliatever additional effort

it may entail.
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